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I am delighted to welcome you all to this Awards ceremony.  A very special welcome 

goes to the students who will be receiving their Certificates and Diplomas in 

Management and to their families who, I am certain, have been supporting them all 

along. 

 

I would very much like to take this opportunity to congratulate and thank those 

employers who have sponsored their employees on these courses.  We are fortunate 

to live in a society that recognises the value of education as a process that is ongoing 

and which continues beyond the years spent in schools.  The Government believe 

that the Gibraltar College has a central role to play in this process and this is shown 

in the College’s commitment not just to the full-time students but also to those, like 

the students who are receiving awards tonight, who follow part-time courses.  In the 

last four years, some 70 students have followed CMI courses at the College.  Many 

other students have completed or are currently undergoing other courses.  One such 

student, Mr John Guzman a young accountant studying for his AAT qualification, has 
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made it to the front page of the Association of Accounting Technicians magazine 

called “Accounting Technician”.  He is progressing very well in his chosen career and 

puts this down in no small measure to his AAT training which he sees as a valuable 

way of moving his career forward. 

 

Whether it be as part of the full-time courses or by providing additional part-time or 

continuing education programmes, the Government is committed to providing 

suitable courses to meet the identified professional and vocational needs of the local 

adult community generally but also in specified niche market areas.  The popular full-

time Health and Social Care Courses that have been on-going for some time now 

and the Chartered Management Institute courses, the success of which we are 

celebrating this evening, are examples of the commitment by Government to the 

continued professional development of those in employment both in the Private and 

Public Sectors and also to equip young students with the qualifications that will open 

doors for them in the employment market. 

 

I encourage the award recipients and prospective candidates who may be thinking of 

following in their footsteps, to continue on this most valuable life-long journey that is 

education.  I also take this opportunity to thank the tutors for their professionalism 

and dedication, sometimes in the face of adversity, without you this course would not 

be possible. 

 

Congratulations to the students on your success, the College management and 

tutors for making it possible, the Department of Education and Training who fully 

support and encourage these courses and last but not least the employers for having 

the will and vision to progress as well as the commitment to the professional 
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development of your employees; all of these vital ingredients in every successful 

business venture. 

Bleak House 
29th November 2011 
 


